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Xpucmoc Bockpec!  BoicmuHy Bockpec!

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!

Sunday Divine Liturgy Schedule
Saturday 5:00 P.M.(ENG) Sunday 9:00AM & 11:00 AM
Blessed Vasyl Devotions: Wednesday 7:00P.M.

Vespers Saturday 3:45 P.M.



The Easter Sermon of Saint John Chrysostom

Is there anyone who is a devout lover of God? Let them enjoy this beautiful bright festival! Is
there anyone who is a grateful servant? Let them rejoice and enter into the joy of their Lord! Are
there any weary with fasting? Let them now receive their wages! If any have toiled from the first
hour, let them receive their due reward; If any have come after the third hour, let him with
gratitude join in the Feast! And he that arrived after the sixth hour, let him not doubt; for he too
shall sustain no loss. And if any delayed until the ninth hour, let him not hesitate; but let him
come too. And he who arrived only at the eleventh hour, let him not be afraid by reason of his
delay.

For the Lord is gracious and receives the last even as the first. He gives rest to him that comes at
the eleventh hour, as well as to him that toiled from the first. To this one He gives, and upon
another He bestows. He accepts the works as He greets the endeavor. The deed He honors and
the intention He commends.

Let us all enter into the joy of the Lord! First and last alike receive your reward; rich and poor,
rejoice together! Sober and slothful, celebrate the day! You that have kept the fast, and you that
have not, rejoice today for the Table is richly laden! Feast royally on it, the calf is a fatted one. Let
no one go away hungry. Partake, all, of the cup of faith. Enjoy all the riches of His goodness!

Let no one grieve at his poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed. Let no one mourn
that he has fallen again and again; for forgiveness has risen from the grave. Let no one fear death,
for the Death of our Savior has set us free. He has destroyed it by enduring it. He destroyed
Hades when He descended into it. He put it into an uproar even as it tasted of His flesh.

Isaiah foretold this when he said, "You, O Hell, have heen troubled by encountering Him below."
Hell was in an uproar because it was done away with. It was in an uproar because it is mocked. It
was in an uproar, for it is destroyed. It is in an uproar, for it is annihilated. It is in an uproar, for it
is now made captive.

Hell took a body, and discovered God. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took what it saw,
and was overcome by what it did not see. O death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your
victory?

Christ is Risen, and you, O death, are annihilated! Christ is Risen, and the evil ones are cast
down! Christ is Risen, and the angels rejoice! Christ is Risen, and life is liberated!

Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of its dead; for Christ having risen from the dead, is
become the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep. To Him be Glory and Power forever and
ever. Amen.




Christ Is Risen! Xpuctoc Bockpec!

Pascha BenukdeHb Easter

The Redemptorists and parishioners of St. Joseph'’s extend a warm welcome to all our
guests. Thank you for worshipping with us today.

As a sign of the joy of the Resurrection
and to emphasize the fact that we have all been forgiven by the Risen Christ,
we are to stand (to refrain from kneeling) during the Divine Liturgy and other liturgical services,
from Easter Sunday until Pentecost Sunday (June 5).

UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. JOSEPH’S

Monday April 18 Parish Office Closed

8:30 am Matins & Divine Liturgy

7:00 pm Divine Liturgy
Tuesday April 19 8:30 am Matins & Divine Liturgy

7:00 pm Divine Liturgy
Wednesday April 20 1:30 pm Rosary for Ukraine

7:00 pm Blessed Vasyl Devotions

Saturday April 23 10:00 am First Reconciliation
Saturday April 29 10:00 am Solemn Holy Communion

Live Streaming
YouTube—St. Joseph’s Ukrainian Catholic Church Winnipeg

Easter Monday 8:30 am & 7:00pm
| Easter Tuesday 8:30 am & 7:00pm
Saturdays 3:45 pm Great Vespers
m Sunday 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
Blessed Vasyl Devotions Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
YouTube—Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr's Shrine
Sunday Collection April 10, 2022
Sunday Collection  $2856 Easter Offering $320 Capital Building $80
Open Collection ~ $35 Vigil Lamps $47 Flowers $650

Initial Offering $60 Outreach $20 Share Lent  $650




Sunday, April 17
Easter Sunday

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling
death by death, and to those in the tombs
giving life.

Third Antiphon: Let God arise and His ene-
mies be scattered; let those who hate Him
flee from His presence.

Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead, tram-
pling death by death, and to those in the
tombs giving life.

As smoke vanishes, let them vanish, as wax
melts from the presence of fire.

Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead....

So let sinners perish from the presence of
God but let the righteous rejoice.

Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead....

At the Little Entrance: In assemblies bless
God, the Lord, you who spring from Israel.

Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead....

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit; now and for ever and ever.
Amen!

Kondak, tone 8: Though You went down to
the grave, immortal Lord,* You destroyed the
power of Hades* and rose victorious, Christ
our God.* You who said "Rejoice" to the
myrrh-bearing women,* give peace to Your
apostles® and offer resurrection to the fallen.

Instead of ‘Holy God....": All you, who have
been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.
Alleluia!

Prokimen, tone 8: This is the day the Lord
has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Verse: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good, his love is everlasting.

Heainsa, 17 kBiTHA
BenukogHa Hepinga

Xpucmoc eockpec i3 Mepmeux, cMepmio
cmMepmb nodonae, i muM wo 8 2pobax,
JXummsi dapyeas.

Tpetin aHTUdOH: Hexaln BockpecHe bor, i
po3bixxaTbCsA BOPOrK MOro, i Hexaw TikaloTb Big
JNMUS NOro Ti, WO HEHaBUAATbL WOro.

Tponap: XpuCTOC BOCKpeC i3 MepTBuUX,
CMepTIO CMepTb NoJonNas, i TMM LWo B rpobax,
XUTTS OapyBaB.

Ak iwesae aum, Hexam iLLe3HyTb, K TaHe BiCK
Bid NNLSA BOTHIO.

Tponap: XpncToc BOCKPEC i3 MEPTBUX....

Tak Hexah NOrMbHyTb TrpilHMKK Big nuus
Boxoro, a npaBegHuKN Hexau
BO3BECENATHCS.

Tponap: XpncToc BOCKPEC i3 MEPTBUX....

Ha manim Bxogi: B uepkBax GnarocnosiTb
Bora, Nocnoaa, By, 3 mxepen ispainesunx.

Tponap: XpncToc BOCKPEC i3 MEPTBUX....

Cnasa Ortuto, i CuHy, i Cesatomy [yxosi: i
HUWHI, | MOBCcsIKYac, i Ha BiKM BiYHi. AMiHb.

KoHpak, rmac 8: Xou i B rpi6 sinwoB Twu,
be3scmepTHUn*, Ta apgoBy 3pyvHyBaB Twu
cuny,* i BOCKpec ecu sk nepemoxeLb, Xpucte
Boxe,* xiHkam MupOHOCMLUAM  3BICTUBLUM:
Pagyntecqa,* i TsoiMm anoctonam mwup
Japyew,* nagwmvmM noaaell BOCKPECEHHS.

3amictb CBatun boxe:. . .: Bci By, wo B
Xpucta xpuctunuca, y Xpucrta 304arHynucs.
Anunys.

MpokiMeH, rmac 8: Lle paeHb, wWo woro
CTBOpVB ["ocnoap, BO3pagyemMmocs i
BO3BECESIMCSH B HiM.

Cmux: [sakyidme [ocnodesi, 60 0obpud,

murnocepdsi lio2o nosiku.




Epistle
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (1:1 - 8)

In my first account, Theophilus, | dealt with all
that Jesus did and taught until the day he was
taken up to heaven, having first instructed the
apostles he had chosen through the Holy
Spirit. In the time after his suffering he
showed them in many convincing ways that
he was alive, appearing to them over the
course of forty days and speaking to them
about the reign of God. On one occasion
when he met with them he told them not to
leave Jerusalem: “Wait, rather, for the fulfill-
ment of my Father's promise, of which you
have heard me speak. John baptized with
water, but within a few days you will be bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit.” While they were
with him they asked, “Lord, are you going to
restore the rule to Israel now?” His answer
was: “The exact time it is not yours to know.
The Father has reserved that to himself. You
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
down on you; then you are to be my witness-
es in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Sa-
maria, yes, even to the ends of the earth.”

Alleluia Verses: Rise, take pity on Zion.

The Lord has looked down on earth from
heaven.

GOSPEL: John 1: 1 -17

In the beginning was the Word; and the Word
was in God’s presence, and the Word was
God.

He was present to God in the beginning,
through him all things came into being, and
apart from him nothing came to be.

Whatever came to be in him, found life, life for
the light of men. The light shines on in dark-
ness, a darkness that did not overcome it.

There was a man named John sent by God,
who came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that through him all men might believe.

AnocTton
LisHb CeBsiTx AnoctoniB YuTaHHs. (1:1 - 8)

MepLy KHUrY 51 Hanucas., o Teodine, Npo Bce,
wo lcyc pobus Ta WO HaBYaB Big no4vaTKy ax
0O [OHS, KONnM BO3Hiccs, paBwun CBATMM
[lyxom Hakasu anoctonam, skux cobi Bubpas.
BiH nokadyBaB iM cebe TakoX Yy YUCMEHHUX
Jokaszax  XMBUM nicna  CBOEI  MyKM,
3'ABMAOYMMCh M COPOK AEeHb i po3nosigatoyn
npo boxe LUapcteso. Tomi x came, sk
cnoxwueae xnib-cinb i3 HUMK, BiH HakasaB M
€pycanumy He Kugatu, ane Yekatn OBITHUL
Otusa, "wo i BM Big MeHe uynu; 60 WoaH
XPUCTUB BOAO, BU X OyaeTe XpelleHi no
KiNMbKOX UMX AHsax Cesatum Oyxom.” OTOX,
3inwoBLIKCA, BOHU nuTtanu noro: "locnoaw,
UM UbOro 4Yacy 3HOBY BigOyayew I3painesi
uapcTteo?” BiH BignosiB iM: "He Balua cnpaBa
3HaTK Yac i nopy, wo ix OTeub npusHa4me y
cBoin Bnagi. Ta Bu npunmete cuny CeBaToro
Oyxa, wo Ha Bac singe, i bygete moimun
ceBigkamn B Epycanumi, i Bcii HOgei Ta
Camapii n ax go kpato 3emni.”

Ctuxu Ha Anunysa: Tu,

3munyewcsa Hag CioHoMm.

locnogb i3 Hebec Ha 3emIio MAHYB.
€BaHrenis: Big Noana 1: 1 - 17

BOCKpecCHelLl,

B Hauani 6yno Cnoso, i B bora 6yno Cnoso, i
Cnogo 6yno Bor.

3 Borom BOHO 6yno cnokoHBiky. Hum nocrano
BCe, i Hillo, WO noctano, He nocrtano 6e3
HbOTO.

Y HbOoMy Oyno XutTs, i XuTta Gyno cBiTNo
nogen. | CBiTNoO CBITUTL y TEMPSBI, | TempsiBa
MNOoro He NnonHANa.

byB 4ornosik, nocnaHun borom, skomy im'sa
IBaH. lMpunwos BiH cBigkom, wWO6 cBigYMTU
npo CaiTtno, wob yci 4epes HbOro yBipyBanu.




There was a man named John sent by God,
who came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that through him all men might believe.

But only to testify to the light, for he himself
was not the light. The real light which gives
light to every man was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and through him the
world was made, yet the world did not know
who he was. To his own he came, yet his
own did not accept him.

Any who did accept him he empowered to
become children of God. These are they who
believe in his name.

Begotten not by blood, nor by carnal desire,
nor by man’s willing it, but by God.

The Word became flesh and made his dwell-
ing among us, and we have seen his glory;
the glory of an only Son coming from the Fa-
ther, filled with enduring love.

John testified to him by proclaiming: “This is
he of whom | said, The one who comes after
me ranks ahead of me, for he was before
me."

Of his fullness we have all had a share --
love following upon love.

For while the law was given through Moses,
this enduring love came through Jesus
Christ.

Instead of ‘It is truly right....’: The angel
cried out to the One full of grace:* “O chaste
Virgin, rejoice!* And again | say, rejoice!*
Your Son has risen from the tomb on the
third day* and raised the dead.” Let all peo-
ple rejoice!* Shine, shine, O New Jerusa-
lem,* for the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you!* Exalt now and be glad, O Sion!* And
you, O chaste Mother of God, take delight* in
the resurrection of your Son.

By 4onosik, nocnaHun borom, gkomy im'a
IBaH. lMpwiwoB BiH cBigkoMm, WOO cBigYUTK
npo CgiTno, wob yci Yepes HbOro yBipyBanu.

He 6yB BiH CBiTno, 6y nuwe, wob ceiguntn
npo Ceitno. CnpaexHe CgitTno 6yno Tte, wWo
NPOCBIYy€e KOXHY ntoguHy. BoHo npunwrno y
Llen CBIT.

Byno y cBiTi, i CBIT NocTaB Yepes HbLOrO, i CBIT
He nisHaB noro. NpurLWwnIo Ao cBoiX, i CBOI MOro
He NPURHANW.

KoTpi X ®Oro npumHanu, TMM aano 3mory
OiTbMy Boxxummn ctatm -- TUM, LWO BipylOTb B
im's horo.

Aki He 3 KpoBM, Hi 3 TinecHoro 6axaHHs, Hi 3
MOXOTi YoroBivoi, ane Big bora Hapogunucs.

| CnoBo cTamno TifowMm, i OCENUNOCA MiXX Hamu, i
MM  OGaumnu  KMoro cnaey --  cnaBy
€aunHopogHoro Big OTus, noBHoro Gnarogari
Ta iCTUHN.

[BaH CBiAYNTL NPO HLOTO | NPOronoLlye,
kaxkyun: "Ocb ToR, MpO KOro si rosopue: ToM,
O 1Mae 3a MHOM, iCHyBaB nepefo MHot, OyB
paHiw 3a meHe."

3 170ro NOBHOTM MU BCi NpUAHANM -- Bnarogatb
3a bnarogartsb.

3akoH 6yB gaHun Monceem, bnarogaTb xe Ta
icTMHa npuinwna Yepes Icyca Xpucra.

3amictb 'OocTtoMHo..": AHren 3BicTuB
BnarogatHin: "Yucta [iso, pagyucsa! | 3HoBYy
kaxy, pagyvcal Tein CuH Bockpec Ha TpeTin
AeHb i3 rpoby, i mepTBUx BOckpecws." Jlogw,
BeceniTbcs! CsiTucs, cBiTUCH, HOBUM
€pycanumve, cnaea 60 [ocnogHa Ha Tob6i
3acasna!l Pagin HuHi | Becenucs, CioHe, a Tu,
yucta boropoavue, BTiWwancss BOCKPECIHHAM
CwuHa Tsoro.




Communion Hymn: Receive the Body of [MpuuyactuH: Tino XpwuctoBe npunMiTh,
Christ; partake of the source of immortality. mxepena 6e3cMepTHOro CrnoXxmBiTb. Anunys!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Anunya! Anmnys!

“Christ is risen ...” replaces: ‘Blessed is he who comes...’, ‘We have seen the true  light...’,
‘May our mouths be filled...’, ‘Blessed be the name of the Lord...’, ‘Glory be to the Father ...".

At the conclusion of the Liturgy, “Christ is risen...” is sung three times, with the addition of “And
to us He grants life eternal, let us bow to his third day resurrection.”

PLENTIFUL REDEMPTION IN ACTION IN UKRAINE The Redemptorists of the Lviv Province in Ukraine are
working on the ground with both locals and refugees fleeing the war. They are supporting people with counselling, the
sacraments, and prayer. Redemptorist churches and monasteries are open to provide support, temporary shelter, and food for
refugees on their way to Poland or Romania. Please consider making a donation to these efforts.

NEW! — E-Transfers: Send them to ucmwpg@gmail.com In the message box, please put “War Relief Ukraine” and include your
name and address so that you can receive a tax receipt. Cheques are payable to “UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC MISSION OF THE
MOST HOLY REDEEMER.” Please put “War Relief Ukraine” in the memo line. Send donations to: REGIONAL FINANCE
OFFICE, 250 JEFFERSON AVE., WINNIPEG MB R2V 0M6 These donations are tax deductible and receipts will be issued.

Donations will be sent to the Redemptorists in Ukraine via secure channels as soon as possible.

Thank you for your generosity. Please pray for the citizens of Ukraine. Our Mother of Perpetual Help, pray for us.
Fr. Michael Smolinski, C.Ss.R. Regional Coordinator — Redemptorists of the Yorkton Region (Province of Canada)

Divine Liturgy Intentions & Scripture Readings April 17-24

Easter Sunday Acts 1:1-8 John 1:1-17
Saturday ~ 8:30pm  April 16 For Our Parishioners
Sunday ~ 8:00am  April 17 For Our Parishioners

11:00 am Special Intention
Bright Monday Acts 1:12-17, 21-26 John 1:18-28
Monday ~ 8:30am  April 18 For Our Parishioners

7:00 pm God’s Blessings Jason, Jen & Family Norm & Sandy Dobson
Bright Tuesday Acts 2:14-21 Luke 24:12-35
Tuesday ~ 8:30am April 19 For Our Parishioners

7:00 pm Health & God’s Blessings Chris Helen & Steve
Venerable Theodore Acts 2:22-36 John 1: 35-51
Wednesday 800am  April 20 Special Intention Fr David Misbrener
Martyr Januarius Acts 2: 38-43 John 3:1-15
Thursday ~ 8:00am  April 21 Birthday Blessings Fr Frank Mary Hamm
Venerable Theodore Acts 3:1-8 John :12-22
Friday 800am  April 22 Birthday Blessings Valerie Kohut Kukura Family
Great Martyr George Acts 3:11-16 John 3:22-33
Saturday ~ 8:30am  April 23 +Sadley Shindruk Leona & Zorian
Sunday of St. Thomas Acts 5:12-20 John 20:19-31
Saturday ~ 5:00 pm  April 23 +Florence Blanchard Vlad & Marlene Solman
Sunday ~ 9:00 am  April 24 For Our Parishioners

11:00 am Health Yuliya Mom & Dad



mailto:ucmwpg@gmail.com

ARTOS

The most important of all the Paschal Foods that we bless on this Feast
of Feasts is the Resurrection Bread, still called by its Greek name
“‘Artos”. This loaf is baked with an icon of the Resurrection etched into
B\ the dough or set on top of it. This bread represents the Risen Christ, the
True Bread of Life. Followers of Judaism eat unleavened bread on
Passover to symbolize the rush in which they had to prepare the food
a for their original Passover. The Christian Pascha (which means
“Passover”) calls for Eastern Christians to bless this special loaf of
leavened bread because Christ's Resurrection raises all creation, just
as yeast raises the dough in bread. Indeed, all creations shares in His

Resurrection. The Artos is blessed today at the end of the Liturgy. After
the final blessing next Sunday, on St. Thomas Sunday, it is distributed to all the gathered faithful. This
Artos reminds us that Christ, the True Bread of Life, has served as the Paschal (Passover) Lamb which
was slain and sacrificed for our sins, giving us freedom from sin and death, which had held humanity
captive since the sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden

BRIGHT WEEK

The first week beginning with Pascha (Easter) is known as Bright Week. In the Ukrainian Catholic church,
the entire week of Easter or Pascha is given extraordinary significance. Pascha, being the Feast of Feasts
is the greatest spiritual and historical event on the church liturgical calendar. In our church, we continue
to express the salutations and hymns of the resurrection (Christ is Risen!) from Pascha to Christ's
Ascension.

Everything about Bright Week emphasizes the salvific act of Christ's resurrection
and triumph over darkness. The magnitude of Christ's Resurrection is intertwined in
the liturgical celebrations to such a degree that there can be no doubt in the minds of ®
the faithful that what has transpired has changed the world and humanity
forever. Everything is brought into the fullness of the light shining in the world. The
Gospel of John Chapter 1 proclaims of Christ — it is “through him all things came into
being, and apart from him nothing came to be. Whatever came to be in him, found life, "€ -
life for the light of all. The light shines in the darkness, a darkness that did not "\»‘-‘-@_ K
overcome it.” (John 1: 3-5).

Xo
AAnBG¢ Avéatn!
16 li> 16 usasall
CHRIST 1 RISENI
INDEED HEI8 RISEN!

K pucroc Bockpec!
Bo ICTMHY BOCKpec!

AN Inter-Council Charity Drive (ICCD) Raffle Tickets K of C of St. Joseph's parish invite you
NKeFEL to support your council and parish by purchasing Inter-Council Charity Drive (ICCD) raffle
B tickets. The grand prizes include new vehicles and cash. Please phone Don Gulchak (204-
338-1030) or email: don.gigi2000@gmail.com Draw date: April 23, 2022 Thank you for your
support . Good luck! Fr. Shyshkowich Council #8925




2022 PASTORAL LETTER OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA ON THE
OCCASION OF THE FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters and Brothers,
Seminarians and Laity of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada:

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid”
(Matthew 28:8)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Easter and the Resurrection: A Journey from Fear to Joy and Hope

Today, we celebrate the glorious Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Today, we rejoice
in Christ's victory over sin and death. Today, all things are filled with joy.

As we celebrate the Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord, and as we try to make sense of what it
means for us today, let us reflect on the myrrh-bearing women — the first to encounter the news of the Risen
Lord, and their incredible journey from fear to joy and hope.

The myrrh-bearing women are the eyewitnesses of Jesus’ death and the place of his burial. They are
also the witnesses of his resurrection. They are the ones who receive the glorious news from the angel, who
tells them, “Do not be afraid; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he
is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. Go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you
to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you” (Mark 16:6-7).

Yet, in the Gospel of Mark's telling of the Resurrection account, we read: “So the myrrh-bearing women
went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone,
for they were afraid” (Mark 16:8).

“Terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”

Fear had the potential to prevent the myrrh-bearing women from fulfilling the task given them by the angel. Fear
had the potential to paralyze them, to bind them. Fear brought about in the myrrh-bearing women worry, terror,
panic, anxiety, an inability to act. Fear could have prevented us from ever learing about the Resurrection of
Our Lord, instead leaving Jesus buried in the tomb forever.

Yet, somehow the myrrh-bearing women were able to overcome their fear. Matthew’s Gospel tells us:
“So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and
said, ‘Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me™ (Matthew 28:8-10).

The fear of the myrrh-bearing women had turned to joy and hope. Their newfound courage and strength
transformed them into witnesses and messengers of the Resurrection. Their testimony allowed the Good News
of the Word of God to spread and the number of faithful to increase greatly, so much so that today some 2.38
billion people around the world are followers of Christ, that is, one-third of the world’s population.




In the context of this year's celebration of the Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord, the whole world
watches in disbelief and dismay that Ukraine has been invaded by Russia, causing massive destruction and the
loss of thousands of innocent lives, many of whom are women and children. The fear of war once again, like
that of the myrrh-bearing women, has the potential not only to paralyze the people of Ukraine but the entire
world.

Yet, this is clearly not the case. The people of Ukraine have found courage to fight and to defend their
families and neighbours in the midst of the chaos that war brings. Furthermore, the people of Ukraine fight
bravely not only to defend their nation but the very fabric of freedom and democracy, upholding the fundamental
ideals and principles of justice and human dignity that the world values and promotes.

We might ask ourselves just where does the courage of the people of Ukraine come from? The short
answer is faith in God and in the Risen Lord. Already in the first century, Saint Andrew the Apostle, according to
the chronicle The Tale of Bygone Years, erected a cross on the banks of the Dnipro River, prophesying that a
great city would be built on its shores — today’s city of Kyiv, which has stood through the centuries as a centre of
faith and witness to God'’s love for God’s people. For centuries others have coveted these lands, yet each time
the people of Ukraine, led by the Church, have emerged victoriously from the catacombs, experiencing in their
own right Christ's passion and crucifixion, journeying to the Resurrection and the newness of life. In this the
people of Ukraine find strength.

Today, fear has the potential to silence the voice of the people of the world. Like the myrrh-bearing
women, let us find courage to overcome our fear. Let us continue to speak with one voice and one heart,
speaking on behalf of the people of Ukraine whose voice is being attempted to be silenced by foreign
aggressors. Let us speak truth about what is happening in Ukraine, in solidarity and with conviction that war is
wrong, and that peace is the only path forward.

Our voice is being heard. The world has responded in an outpouring of prayer for peace in Ukraine
and love for its people by providing unprecedented humanitarian aid in response to the world's worst
humanitarian crisis since the Second World War.

We pray for peace in Ukraine, and throughout the world. We pray in particular for the people of
Ukraine as they endure the war. We pray for their safety and for their families. We pray for those who have left
Ukraine and those who remain. We pray for those who have died. May God bless you and may the Mother of
God spread her omophorion of protection upon you.

As we celebrate the Feast of the Resurrection, let us be the myrrh-bearing women of today. Like them,
let us break free from any fear that holds us back. Let us go tell others, boldly and with courage, of the joy of the
Gospel message, of God'’s love and mercy in the world, so that they too may experience joy and hope in their
lives.

As the Ukrainian Catholic Bishops in Canada, we pray that God's grace and love fills your heart, and
that of your family and friends, and brings happiness and peace to all people.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM, Metropolitan Archbishop of Winnipeg

+ David Motiuk, Eparchial Bishop of Edmonton; Apostolic Administrator of New Westminster
+ Bryan Bayda, CSsR, Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon; Apostolic Administrator of Toronto

+ Michael Wiwchar, CSsR, Bishop Emeritus of Saskatoon

+ Stephen Chmilar, Bishop Emeritus of Toronto




